Important Mexico Information
· Expectations 
· The entire week’s experience while you are in Mexico is a “package” of learning, giving and blessing. It is best not to evaluate your mission experience until it is over.
· “Flexibility” is a word that missionaries put into practice everyday. It is also important for you to be flexible while in Mexico. The schedule of team activities for the week is just a guideline and not set in stone. Many things beyond our control can happen to change our schedule.
· Time is not as important in the Mexican Culture as it is in the U.S. The Mexican people put more importance on relationships than time, especially the relationship with the person they are with at the moment. The Mexican lifestyle is more laid back in general than the U.S.  Don’t be judgmental about this. It is not better or worse than the U.S., it’s just different.
· Mexico has a rich history and culture, much older than that of the United States. Mexicans are very proud to be Mexican just as we are proud to be Americans. 
· Try to speak Spanish whenever possible. Use any words or phrases that you know. Mexicans are polite and patient and will appreciate your efforts.

· Major objective
· Love people

· Dive into their culture

· Respect them on and off the baseball field.

· Utilize our gifts to serve the Lord.
· Purpose for the Trip:  Proverbs 10:5/Matthew 9:35-38

· As Ambassadors, it is our prayer that each one of our players go home with a real vision for the world.  The truth is that for 2000 years, Jesus has been telling us that it is Harvest time and we want to “raise up” elite athletes that are not sleeping during this critical time of ministry in the world. 
We also believe that God is doing something much deeper than simply sending us to our southern border.  God is teaching us how to reach Spanish speaking people in our own backyard.

· Do’s and Don’ts
· Don’t compare Mexico and the U.S. while on this mission trip. 
· Don’t discuss politics. You are coming to Mexico as God’s ambassador, not as an ambassador of the U.S.
· Don’t wear expensive or flashy jewelry.
· Don’t take pictures of people without first asking their permission.
· Don’t back away from people when they get close while in conversation. Personal space is smaller in Latin America than in the U.S. and to back away form a person can be viewed as an unfriendly gesture.
· Don’t talk louder in an effort to make yourself understood. Just because someone cannot speak English does not mean they are deaf.
· Don’t get offended if people stare at you. You will look different than the people around you. Many people will be curious, especially when we show up in uniform.
· When witnessing, don’t ask people if they are Christians. Everyone in Mexico considers themselves to be a Christian. It is better to ask people if they are believers, this will take you to a deeper level of communication.
· Be careful how you phrase things if given the opportunity to share your testimony. Avoid phrases such as, “Seeing how little you have I feel blessed to be born in the United States.” (An actual statement on one of our trips).
· Don’t draw unusual attention to yourself. When in doubt, do as the Mexicans do.
· Don’t assume that the Mexican people around you don’t understand what you are talking about when you are speaking English! Many Mexicans can speak and understand English.
· Be careful about making hand gestures because they can have very different meanings in Mexico than they have in the states.
· DO be ready for a wonderful experience in Mexico. Be ready for God to work in your own life and the lives of others as a result of your willingness to follow His call. 
· What to bring

· Generally, the following are items that you will want to bring:
· All your baseball gear
· loose-fitting, light-colored layered clothing
· hats or caps, especially for the ‘hair-impaired’ or sun-sensitive
· sunscreen and lip balm
· upset stomach medicine
· snacks for the trip
· Dipping/Smoking will not be allowed by any team member at any time while with the Ambassadors.
· Food and Water
· Do not drink water from faucets!  Bottled water is widely available; and we will be taking water with us each day. 

· Keep in mind, we are really close to a Walmart so survival is probable.  

· You will find that the food here is not the same as “Mexican food” in the states. However, it is extremely tasty. It is possible that the church we are working with may cook a meal for us.  To avoid insulting the cooks it is important to make an effort to eat all you are served.  If you can’t, be discreet about disposing of it.

· The fruit and vegetables in Mexico are available year round. However, raw or unpeeled fruit must be soaked in a purification solution before eating. Be careful about eating fruit given to you by nationals unless you are sure it has been properly disinfected.  The restaurants and the hotel we will visit are fine and the food is safe.  

· Important Items and information we must have:

· Health form/Permission form 

· If your player is not able to bring a notarized and signed copy to us, please fax it to:  405-495-9104

· Passport

· Before we leave, I will make a copy and scan each passport.  I will email the scanned copy to myself so that if any passport is lost, we will be able have access to a copy.  We will collect passports before we leave for Stillwater and will return them to each player prior to leaving for Mexico.  

· Spending money

· While in Mexico, our ministry will cover all of the food and lodging.  Each player will be responsible for 4 meals as we travel to and from Mexico.  

· We will also take the guys shopping to buy souvenirs.  My guess is that a majority of these items will make your next garage sale.  

· Our hotel will have internet access.  We will be blogging every day so you can go to our website for updates.  

ENGLISH – SPANISH BASICS

English Spanish 

Yes – No 
 


Si – No 

How are you? 



Como esta?

Hello! 




Hola!

Please 




Por favor

Thank you 



Gracias

Thank you (very much) 


(Muchas) Gracias

You’re welcome 



De nada

Excuse me 



Perdon/Disculpe/Con permiso

I’m sorry 



Lo siento

Good Morning 



Buenos dias.

Good Afternoon 



Buenas tardes.

Good Evening 



Buenas noches.

Sir 




Senor

Madame 



Senora

Miss 




Senorita

Good-bye 



Adios

Do you speak English? 


Habla usted ingles?

I speak (a little) Spanish 


Hablo espanol (un poco)

I don’t speak Spanish 


No hablo espanol

I understand 



Yo comprendo

I don’t understand 


Yo no comprendo OR No entiendo

What? 




Como?

My name is__________ 


Me llamo es __________

What’s your name? 


Como se llama usted?

Where is__________? 


Donde esta__________?

The bathroom 



el bano

The dining room 



el comedor

The entrance 



la entrada

The exit 




la salida

I’m lost 




Me he perdido

Where are__________? 


Donde estan__________?

How much is it? 



Quanto es? OR Cuanto

I’m hungry 



Tengo hambre

Repeat, please. 



Repita, por favor

More slowly, please. 


Mas despacio por favor

I need help! 



Necesito ayudarme!

I want__________ 


Quiero___________

Water 




Agua

I speak Spanish very little. 

Hablo espanol muy poquito

How do you say… 


Como se dice…?

I don’t know 



No se 

Bank/money exchange 


Banco/casa de cambio

Open/Closed 



Abierto/Cerrado 


Spanish Glossary

In Spanish, what you see is what you get. Every letter is pronounced and the accent usually falls on the second-to-last syllable, unless there is an accent mark. Of course, there are exceptions to both rules. And, to confound matters, you’d be hard pressed to find a Mexican who actually pronounces everything clearly. Still, if you learn a few rules, you should be able to pronounce almost any Spanish word; figuring out what it means may take a little more effort. The following letters are pronounced as follows:

Vowels 

a like the a in ah 

e like the ay in hay (or sounds like eh)

i like the ee in beet 

o like the o in cold (or sounds like oh)

u like the oo in loot 

y like the ea in eat

n like the ni in senior 

ll like the y in kayak 

The h is silent in Spanish, and the Spanish j is pronounced like the h horse. 

G before a, o, u or a consonant is hard (like in gate); 

when before e or i, it’s soft, sounding just slightly harder than the h in hay. 

However, when g is paired with u (gu), the u sounds like the English w. For all practical purposes, b and v sound the same – roughly like a b in English. C before a, o, and u is hard like the English k; before e and i it’s soft like the English s
